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Published by the American Geophysical Union as part of the Geophysical Monograph Series,

Volume 158.The world's largest positive temperature deviation from zonal mean temperatures lies

within the realm of the Nordic Seas, comprising bodies of water variously referred to as the

Norwegian Sea, the Iceland Sea, and the Greenland Sea. Its role as a mixing cauldron for waters

entering from the North Atlantic and the Arctic Oceans, and its function as a major source of deep

and abyss water, make our understanding of the Nordic Seas a crucial element in advancing the

knowledge of climate dynamics in the Northern Hemisphere. In this context, its small extent

(covering only 0.75% of the area of the world's oceans) and its unique location, which allows for

accessibility and detailed exploration, are of special significance. The current book speaks to that

significance specifically and also to assessing the region's present and future response to, and

influence on, global climate change. It is the first such work since B. G. Hurdle's groundbreaking

The Nordic Seas (published in 1986).
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